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Preface: 

This leaflet contains the 2019ôs analytical and statistical annual report on human rights in 
Iran, prepared by the Department of Statistics and Publications of Human Rights Activists 
in Iran (HRAI). This statistical analysis report presented by HRAI is the result of the daily 
efforts of this organization and its dedicated members as part of a daily statistic and 
census project that started in 2009 by this organization.   

This annual report on human rights violations in Iran (2019) is the collection, analysis, 
and documentation of 4259 reports concerning human rights, gathered from various news 
sources during 2019 [January 1st to December 20th]. Human Rights Activists News 
Agency (HRANA) has gathered and reported 41%, official or close to the Iranian 
government sources 53% and other human rights news agencies 6% of all the reports 
analyzed in this Annual Report.  

The following 43-pages includes statistical overviews and related charts on various 
sections regarding womenôs rights, childrenôs rights, prisonersô rights, etc. Based on this 
report, despite the 10% increase in human rights violations reports in provinces other than 
Tehran, compared to the last yearôs annual report, there is still a major concern on lack 
of proper reporting and monitoring of the human rights by the civil society in the smaller 
cities. 

This report is the result of endeavors made by courageous human rights activists in Iran 
who pay a very high cost for the realization of their humanitarian beliefs. However, for 
obvious reasons (i.e. existing governmental limitations and ban on the free exchange of 
information and government preventing the existence of human right organizations in the 
country), this report by no means is free of errors and cannot alone be a reflection on the 
actual status of human right in Iran. Having said that, it should be emphasized that this 
report is considered as one of the most accurate, comprehensive, and authentic reports 
on the human rights conditions in Iran and it can serve as a very informative source of 
information for human rights activists and organizations working on Iran, to better 
understand the challenges and opportunities that they may face. 
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Figure 1. The following map illustrates the number of reports per province made by 

the human rights organizations and news agencies, this is a direct reflection of the 

capability of the civil society in each province of the country (2019). 
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As indicated in the distribution map, there exists a major difference between Tehran, the 

capital, and other parts of the country in terms of the number of published reports. This is 

while the population of Tehran has been reported on the census of 2017 as 15270000 

people, compared to the population of other parts of the country being 81160000 people. 

 

Figure 2. A comparison between the population of Tehran and other regions in Iran. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Figure 3. A comparison between the reporting capacities in Tehran compared with 

the rest of the country (2019). 
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Table 1. The following table represents the provinces included in the 2019 annual 

report of the human rights in Iran and the respective number of reports. The 

absence of a province on the list does not indicate the absence of human rights 

violations on the corresponding pro. 
 

 
Provinces Name 

 
Reports 

changes 
from the 
previous 

year 

 
Provinces Name 

 
Reports 

changes 
from the 
previous 

year 

 

East Azerbaijan 
 

139 
 

-23 
Chaharmahal 

and 
Bakhtiari 

 

15 
 

    - 

West Azerbaijan 
367     +111 Qom 18    -8 

Ardabil 88 +88 Kurdistan 191  -34 

Isfahan 114     +8 Kerman 73   +10 

Alborz 198 +33 Kermanshah 88 +4 

Ilam 43  +2 Golestan 44    - 

Bushehr 45     +9 Gilan 88   +24 

Tehran 1281  +293 Lorestan 43   +1 

Khorasan 163 +32 Mazandaran 93   +34 

Khuzestan 357 -108 Markazi 78   +16 

North Khorasan 29  +14 Hormozgan 66   +20 

Qazvin 46  -13 Hamedan 36   +4 

South Khorasan 
32  +12 Yazd 54     +26 

Zanjan 
 

35 
 

 +14 
Sistan and 

Baluchestan 

 

163  -75 

 

Semnan 
 

28 
 

    -2 
Kohgiloyeh and 

Boyerahmad 

 

69 
 

 +10 

Fars 116    +22 Overall* 59  -61 

 
* Overall: it reflects reports that do not concern a particular province but apply to the whole country. 
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The following pie chart illustrates the percentages of submitted reports based on the 

province. 

 

Figure 4. Pie chart of volume of submitted reports based on the province (2019) 
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To begin the study of the categories of human rights violations in Iran, it is important to 

initially compare the categories based on the number of reports made in each category 

in the past year. 

 

Figure 5. Percentile of the number of reports made in 2019, based on the Legal 

Category. 
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  Ethnic Minorities  

 
 

In the field of national and ethnic minoritiesô rights, a total of 309 reports regarding 343 

individuals have been registered by the department of the statistics and publication of 

human rights activists in Iran (HRAI) in 2019. According to these reports, at least 1171 

people were arrested and 60 people were sentenced to 2698 months of imprisonment. 

Compared to the previous year there has been a 70% decrease in the arrest of ethnic 

minorities and a 13% increase in imprisonment sentences. 

As the following bar-chart illustrates Highest number of violations occurred in the month 

of June, in contrast, the highest decline is observed in the month of December. 

 

 
Figure 6. The number of reports on the violation of the rights of ethnic minorities 

by month (2019). 
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The following graph illustrates the number of violations of human rights in the category of 

national-ethnic minorities in the 2019 comparison with 2018. 

 

Figure 7. The number of violations of ethnic minoritiesô rights by month in 2019 

compared to 2018. 
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  Religious Minorities  

In this category, 162 reports have been registered by the Department of Statistics in 2019, 

According to these reports, 135 civilians were arrested, 13 cases of prevention from 

economical activities, 90 cases were summoned to the judicial and security institutions, 

and 36 cases of depriving and preventing from education. 

76 individuals of the religious minorities were arrested and sentenced by the judicial 

institutions to a total of 2983 months of imprisonment. 

Figure 8. Violation of religious minoritiesô rights based on the number of arrestees 

reported by month (2019). 
 

 
Figure 9. Violation of religious minoritiesô rights base on the number of convicted 

individuals by month (2019). 
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Figure 10. The number of reports on cases of violation of religious minoritiesô 

rights by month (2019). 
 
 

 

 
 

 
As figure 10 illustrates Highest number of violations occurred in the month of January, in 

contrast, the highest decline is observed in the month of April. 

The following graph illustrates the number of violations of human rights in the category of 

religious minorities in the 2019 comparison with 2018. 

Figure 11. The number of violations of religious minoritiesô rights per month in 2019 

compared to 2017. 
 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

2018

2019



Human Rights Situation in Iran ï Annual Report 2019 
 

 
 

In the field of religious minorities, the Baha'is constitute the highest of the Human Rights 

reports on religious minority violations with 54%, Sunnis 30%, Christians 9%, Dervishes 

2%, Jews 1%, Yarsans 1%, and others 5%, of the total reports. Note that the reports 

labeled as ñOthersò are those that did not belong to a specific group of religious minorities. 

Figure 12. Pie chart based on the number of reports per religious minorities (2019). 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The number of citizens arrested in the category of religious minorities has decreased by 

78% in 2019 compared to 2018, and the imprisonment sentences issued by the judiciary 

has decreased by 82%. 
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  Freedom of Speech  

In the category of freedom of speech, in 2019, 529 reports have been registered by the 

Department of Statistics that included 8293 arrested individuals; 274 summonses to the 

judiciary and security authorities; 4 cases of Internet website filtering, 1 case of nationwide 

internet shutdown, 1 case of cell phones shut down, 5 reports of publication banning; 17 

cases of conviction for publications; 14 cases of intimidation and threats. 

In 2019, 292 arrestees were sentenced to a total of 10474 months of imprisonment, 4 

billion and 278 million and 350 thousand Rials in financial fines, 3470 lashes, and 13 

cases of deprivation from civil rights have been reported in this category. 

 

In the field of freedom of speech, there has been an increase of 51% in the reports of 

arrests compared to the previous year. Similarly, sentences issued by the judiciary have 

decreased by 11% based on the number of people being tried, and imprisonment 

sentences were increased by 40% compared to 2018. 

Below are the charts highlighting the violation of the right to freedom of speech. 

Figure 13. The number of arrests in the category of violation of the right to freedom 

of expression by month (2019). 
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